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Welcome to ENG III! 
This year, we will be studying American Literature beginning with the early colonial period and making our way to the present. We will be exploring many different types of writing including essays/articles, novels, plays, short stories and, yes, poetry.  The goal of this year’s curriculum is to familiarize you with the major players of American Literature and inspire you to experience reading and writing in a new way. We will also explore and analyze a variety of American cultures, traditions and customs--past and present. It is my goal to help you become better readers, writers, thinkers, researchers and speakers in a community of cooperation, faith and learning. So, be prepared for a lot of reading, an equal amount of writing, a fair amount of fun and far too many bad jokes (courtesy of Mrs. Denham). Here’s to a productive and enjoyable junior year! 
I have listed some class procedures, expectations and assignment and grading information below.
Supplies: Coming prepared to class is a MUST. Each day, I expect you to have everything you need to participate and perform well in English class. As you know, once the bell rings, you are only allowed to leave the classroom in the case of an emergency, so you will NOT be excused to collect things from your locker, use the washroom or travel around SHG for any other reason. There will be consequences for unpreparedness including lost points and detentions. Here are some supplies you will need every day:
· Your State-loaned book (please cover the book by Friday, August 19 to keep it in good condition) or the novel we are working with 

· Your SHG calendar

· A notebook or three-ring binder just for ENG III (no other subjects, please) 

· A folder for English class

· A writing utensil (and a back-up utensil)
Course/Assessment Tools:
Homework: For the most part, you can expect homework every night. Much of the time, it will be reading and reflection. In an attempt to prepare you for next year and future endeavors (which may include college, the workplace etc.), I have structured this class in a way that mimics what I’ve personally experienced in college-level courses and real-world work scenarios. In short, your homework is a worthwhile exercise to help prepare you for the future. Failure to turn in homework on the day it is due (when you are present in class) means you are ineligible to receive full credit for the assignment. You may turn in an assignment the FOLLOWING school day for no more than half credit. Any homework turned in after one day of being late will not be awarded any credit. In the case of an absence, you have one full day to make up the work you have missed. A log of your bell work (journals, too) and homework assignments can be found in the homework binder and, more importantly, on RenWeb. 
**It is your responsibility to inquire about and make up missing assignments. I ask that you reserve any questions of a personal nature about missing homework or catching up on missed days until BEFORE or AFTER class. Others’ class time will not be compromised for individual matters.**
Quizzes: Frequently, I will give reading quizzes to ensure that you are keeping up with the reading. These will be more frequent if I suspect students are not completing reading assignments. Therefore, the amount of quizzes we have is dependent on the diligence of you and your classmates. 
Tests and Papers: There will be a test and writing assignment associated with EACH unit we cover this year. You will always have fair warning that tests are coming, and fair preparation and some class time to work on your papers. Should you miss a test, it is your responsibility to reschedule with me no more than one day after the date of your return to class. If you fail to schedule a time for you to retake the test, you will receive a 0 on the test. Should you miss a paper deadline, your paper will suffer a lowered letter grade each day it is late. 
Journals and Bell-work: There will always be something posted on the board, or handed out to you at the beginning of the week, for you to start working on when you enter class. Please get to your work quickly and quietly. Failure to do that will result in a warning, and then a detention.
WARNINGS will either be verbal, or look like this (Below) on a slip of paper. If you get a paper warning, please sign it and give it back to me no later than the beginning of class the next school day.
Extra Credit: I will frequently offer opportunities for extra credit throughout the semester. These opportunities will have strict deadlines and directions. You will not receive any credit for this work if it does not meet the deadline or follow directions. 

Grading: Your work will be assessed by the following percentages:
10% Participation: Active engagement in class (active note taking, participating in discussion, minimal distractions)

30% Homework: Homework must be neat, completed to the specifications of the directions and on time to get full points.
30% Quizzes and Tests: Periodically you will have quizzes and unit tests that will make up 30% of your grade. 

30% Papers: Each quarter you will have one to three research bases or literary response papers that will make up 30% of your grade. 

An Extra Note:  Please speak with me if you need help or are confused about any assignment. I’m available before and after school by appointment and would be happy to help you. (That is, after all, what I’m here for.) PLEASE do not wait until the last minute to contact me with problems/clarifications. I’ll be better able to assist you with the benefit of extra time.  

Mrs. Denham’s Additional Policies and Procedures:

· Dress code: Dress code will be checked along with attendance. Please refer to guidelines on page 14 of your student handbook. Failure to adhere to dress code will result in a detention with no exceptions. 
· Cell Phones and iPods (MP3 Players): Do not bring these items to class unless I have preapproved usage of these devices on a given day. If As per SHG policy, if I see your phone or iPod during class, I will confiscate it. A first offense will result in confiscation of your phone/iPod for the entire day. A second offense will warrant a detention, and I will contact your parent or guardian about the problem. 

· Disrespectful or disruptive behavior: Should you show disrespect in any way during class, there will be serious consequences. Disrespectful behavior toward the teacher, other students and Sacred Heart-Griffin will not be tolerated and will result in an immediate detention. Repeated disrespectful or disruptive behavior will result in increased disciplinary action. Please refer to the consequences listed on page 12 of your student handbook for more information. 
· Leaving the Room and Room Passes:  I ask that you remain in class while it is in session. In the event that you must leave the room, you must have BOTH a Room Pass and have your passbook filled out completely. Each quarter, I will award you two room passes. Room passes:

· Are only valid for the quarter indicated on the pass.

· Buy you a trip out of the room to use the washroom, get a drink of water, or go to your locker for no more than 4 minutes of class time.

· May not be traded, reused or replaced if lost.

· May be turned in at the end of the quarter (if unused) for 3 points of extra credit each. 

No student will be allowed to leave the room the first 15 minutes of class or last five minutes of class, and I will only honor requests to leave the room in the event of an emergency or with the remittance of one of your two quarterly Room Passes.
MRS. DENHAM’S SCHEDULE
1st YEARBOOK RM 203
2nd YEARBOOK RM 203

3rd FREE (Most often in RM 188)

4th ENGLISH III RM 280
5th ENGLISH III RM 189

6th FREE (Most often in Room 188)

7th ENGLISH RM 187

Contacting Mrs. Denham: Please contact me with any questions or if you need extra help. The best way to reach me outside of school is by e-mail at Denham@shg.org.  

