Ms. Metzroth a.k.a. Ms. M
Art II Expectations and Grades    2011-2012
Welcome to Art II! I hope we have a great year! You are now in the Advanced Art Classroom. 
While everyone needs some sort of fine arts/language credit on their transcript, moving on in any area study is a sign of interest beyond the general and indicates a desire to learn and develop expertise within the content area. It is my job to help that occur. There is simply no one in this building who takes Art more seriously than I do, and my goal is for all of us to learn more. This will come about much more easily if you understand what I expect and how I handle accomplishments and disappointments in these expectations.  
You’re in with the “Big Kids” now! In case my reputation has not preceded me:
I am not here to babysit; I am here to teach Advanced Art!
1. As sophomores, junior and seniors, I view you as seasoned veterans at SHG,
      ...you know what the SHG rules are (texting, phones, dress code, tardies etc.),…don’t break them!   
 If you adhere to the rules, you will enjoy my respect and admiration for your maturity and self-    discipline skills (& this translates to privileges within my classroom)! 
· If you break the SHG rules, expect me to take the appropriate disciplinary action.  
· If you break an Art room rule expect a loss of privileges and art room detentions.

2. No Phones in my classroom!  If I catch you texting, watching videos, or anything else on a phone, expect me to confiscate that phone and issue a detention.
3. Come to class prepared, bring your own pencil, keep an Art II notebook/folder,  You will be assigned a drawer with a partner store your things, assignments etc. there. I do not give locker passes!

4. Keep ALL Handouts in your Art II notebook. Do not throw them away; you get points at the end of each quarter for having your handouts.

5. Keep busy with Art projects in my classroom!  You will realize almost immediately that I always have several things lined up for you to do in here, so don’t sit chit-chatting with your buddies, or working on homework for another teacher, or staring into space “thinking,” …or give me the ever famous line of “waiting for the paint to dry!” If you’re here to screw off or have social events, you hooked up with the wrong class, QUICK!!  Go see your counselor and get out now! 

I am extremely intolerant of such practices!!
6. Raise your hand and wait until your turn if you need assistance. There are always lots of questions in here, if I don’t get to you after a few minutes it is okay to politely remind me that you are still waiting. 
7. Actively participate in discussions, class work and projects with a positive attitude and put forth real effort.
8. Respect the materials and equipment of the art classroom! Having taught or attended classes in numerous venues I recognize the superb array of equipment, materials and other art resources available to SHG art students.  You are very lucky to have such fine resources!  Take care of them!
· Always use the appropriate safety equipment such as goggles and gloves and take all safety precautions when using equipment.
· Do not use equipment or tools that you have not been checked out on! Do Not screw around with equipment or materials!
· ask if you are uncertain
· No loose hair, (If you have long hair bring a rubber band and leave it here so you have it!) no loose clothing, no dangling jewelry when power tools, torches or potter’s wheels are being used.
·  Always clean up after yourself completely and if you spill something, wipe it up immediately!

·  Always put away your equipment, tools, work and unused materials correctly.
· Clean your brushes and other equipment thoroughly. (Use soap).
· Do not remove materials from the art room without permission.  
9. In the words of so many of my own studio professors, “PRODUCTION!  PRODUCTION! PRODUCTION!”  More is better!  If you made it once nice,…you can always make it better a second time because you now have experience! Try things one way,…then try it another!
10. Never handle another student’s art work without their expressed permission.

11. CRITIQUE - Everyone is required to give and receive critique remarks in a thoughtful, articulate, and courteous manner. There will be a focus on artistic terms and vocabulary. Discourteous, negatively flavored, hurtful remarks will not be tolerated(.  If such behavior occurs, two art room work detentions for the first offense, four art room work detentions for the second offense and a parental meeting for the third offense.
10 MUSIC PRIVELEDGES– Generally I prefer to have music in my studio(. Studies have found that music both relaxes the artist and contributes to a creative atmosphere in the studio, however this is a community and tastes vary, so if music is already playing, you should assume that is what we will be listening to.  If there is no music and it is open studio you must first check with me to get permission to play music.  Then you will be able to select music (appropriate for the classroom) or perhaps diplomatically survey the rest of the class for preferences.  In any case, if music becomes your focus in art class, then expect me to turn it off! 
GRADING:
Project Grading for ART II (generally if an art projects worth 100 points, the breakdown of those  points is reflected below) Objective 1: Students will render in various assigned media a composition that employs student chosen and identified elements of art within the work.  The student will also understand, identify and employ principles of design into production phase of their work of art through the use of these elements. (20 p)
Reminder:  I will be looking for the use of
 
  
  

 
         
 
, within each project that you complete for me. Further I feel you should address the principles of balance, emphasis, proportion, variety, rhythm, movement, and unity (remember those terms from ART Fundamentals?).  i.e. You must purposefully use & identify the elements of art to achieve the principles of design (like a texture that establishes a rhythm, or compose a color combination to achieve emphasis, etc. etc.).  If this is not clear, see me and I will help you!   

Objective 2: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the expressive qualities of the material and address a general attitude or meaning of the topic within the confines of the project.     ( 20 points)
Here you may wish to use bright colors to express happiness or gentle folds of clay to signify peacefully moving on, etc. Note: I will expect both an expressive rendering and explanation on a critique sheet or rubric, of the meaning in your ideas and efforts.
Objective 3: Craftsmanship – The student will demonstrate competent handling of the media based on early intermediate artistic skills, with a focus on employing techniques emphasized on handouts and in classroom demonstrations, though students are strongly urged to experiment and push the range of the media.  As an artist I realize artistic success may not always translate to a beautiful product.  (20p)
Objective 4: Project development – Student demonstrates a thorough investigation of the media and techniques as outlined on project handouts and instruction and indicated by a completed project and an observed good use of time .  (20 p)
Objective 5: Student will complete all project sheets & Art 2 self-assessment rubric, participate in all critique activities and hand in with completed project. (20 points)
Project Grade = SUM TOTALS of all Objectives points

Goes beyond objectives                            99-100+       = A+                      

Meets All Objectives                                95-98 points = A 
Meets Most Objectives                            93-94 points = A-

Meets Many Objectives                           91-92 points = B+ 

Meets more than half objectives             87-90 points = B 
Meets half the objectives                         85-86 points = B-
Meets nearly half objectives                    83-84 points = C+

Meets some primary objectives              79-82 points = C
Meets a few primary objectives              77-78 points = C-

Meets no primary/some secondary        75-76 points = D+
Meets few secondary objectives             71-74 points = D
Meets 1-2 secondary objectives only     69-70 points = D-
Fails to meet objectives                           below 69       = F 
Art II is a weighted grade. Weekly Participation is 15% of the quarterly grade. This includes attendance, behavior and positive studio attitude. There is 1 point per day. If you are absent you can come in during study hall to make up the studio time or after school and I will restore the point for that day. I will not chase the student around for this and the offer is good only for one week after the absence. If you are reprimanded for behavior, work ethic or not cleaning up properly you will lose your daily point. 3 or more instances in a week will warrant a call home. Tests and quizzes are 15% of your grade. Homework and worksheets are worth 10% of your grade with the bulk of your points, 60% in your project grade. (See the above breakdown for those points. 
The semester exam counts for ¼ of the semester grade while each quarter counts for 3/8 of the semester grade.  


This is a studio class and if you are not here the work is not getting done! If you miss a class you are responsible for finding out what you missed and seeing to it that class time is made up.  With permission, you may be able to come in during a study hall if my room is not already at capacity, or I am here most evenings (not Fridays) till at least 3:30-4:30.  You may also come in at 7:30. Most mornings there are several students here, so appropriate behavior is expected!  Anytime you want to work further on a project, I encourage you to make arrangements to do so(!  
My web site is located at : http://www.shg.org/academics/art/metzroth/index.html
You or your parents may also email me at: metzroth@shg.org
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About posting grades:  


A majority of the projects students do in my classes take three to six weeks (or more) to complete. I find posting a grade on a project in progress is often detrimental to student performance. Many of the processes we explore are new to a student; the first few times they try it may be unsuccessful. Giving a student these early poor grades to average in with later improved grades seems unfair and will often result in a lower project grade than one based on just my assessment of the final submitted project.  Media skills are developed over the period of time and in learning about a media, the exploration of the process is as important as the end product. A student who struggles may well end a project with a better understanding of the media than the student who has no trouble.





If the student is progressing well but has some inconsistencies within the project that need addressing, giving them a lower grade may cause a loss of confidence and also a loss of enthusiasm. Conversely if the student is given a good grade they may decide they need not take it to completion because they already have a good grade.





Student behavior is also a huge factor in the Advanced Art Classes. We have numerous materials and equipment (acids, torches, razors, power tools to name a few), that require focus on use and safety. A student who does not follow directions and or even one who distracts others is a danger to themselves and their fellow students.  I will heavily weigh prolonged behavior issues and have administrative support for ejecting such students. 


I also realize everyone has a bad day once in awhile.





Many of my students have previously developed skills and talent and are eager to build on these creative assets. Occasionally I find a student with such gifts who expects to cruise through class on these previously developed skills. This is unacceptable. If a student has a three week project and spends the first two weeks chatting, making excuses for not working or exhibits an overall bad attitude and then throws together something to meet project criteria in the last week, no matter how well they pull it off, their  poor utilization of time will heavily affect the final grade.
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