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   Studio Safety Plan
· SHG Visual Art Department continually strives to provide learning and teaching environment free from recognized hazards. Studio artwork may involve a variety of hazards associated with painting, photography, ceramics, sculpture, glass and other activities. These material safety policies and practices have been developed and implemented to bring about practice in appropriate safety behavior.
Visual Arts Faculty
· Monitors procurement, use, and disposal of chemicals.

· Helps to recognize needs and develop precautions and adequate facilities for use with hazardous media.

· Maintains current knowledge regarding safety.

· Monitors, storage and disposal of chemical wastes and hazardous waste such as acids, solvents, paint, glass chards and razor blades.

· Presents media safety training sessions to students as part of the media studio lesson.
· Each Visual Arts faculty member has the overall responsibility for compliance with the SSP in his or her studio and ensures that:

· Studio workers (students) and others entering the area know and follow applicable rules.

· Appropriate personal protective equipment is provided and is in working order.
· Appropriate training has been provided to all occupants of the studio.

· Unsafe acts, conditions or inadequate facilities are reported to the Department Chairperson or Administration.

Your Visual Art teacher will explain how to use safely the appropriate supplies, equipment and techniques. If you don't know what to do, ask your instructor for assistance; don't guess, as you may create unexpected problems or create a dangerous situation for yourself and your classmates.
· Individual Art Students are responsible for:

· Planning and conducting each operation in accordance with the procedures outlined in this SSP.

· Developing good studio safety habits that include proper clean-up and storage of media.

· IMMEDIATELY Reporting unsafe acts or conditions to their teacher.
General Laboratory and Studio Safety Rules

Students have the right to know of the hazards associated with laboratory or studio activities they undertake -so be sure you understand all you need to know before starting your work. Chemicals, incautiously handled, can result in serious bodily injury and severe property damage. Skin contact with corrosive chemicals can cause ulcerated burns or dermatitis; inhalation, absorption or ingestion of toxic chemicals can cause illness or death; flammable liquids and solids can cause sustained fires and/or explosions.
There are many precautions you should undertake on your own. These are listed below:

· Do not work alone in the laboratory or in the studio 

· Use the required protection equipment; 

· All students with shoulder length or longer hair must tie back hair when operating torches or power equipment.

· Place labels, including name, date and contents, on all containers that hold liquids or combinations you are storing; 

· Avoid direct contact with any of the chemicals you are using; 

· Do not smell, inhale or test any liquid in the Art room; 

· Be familiar with the laboratory and studio ventilation system especially the hoods; 

· Know where the first aid equipment is located;  

· Respond quickly to spillage and be certain that if you are the recipient of the spillage, you wash all body areas which were exposed to the spill; 

· Keep possibly hazardous liquids off clothing and wash your face and hands if spillage or splashing occurs; 

· Clean up spills immediately as directed by your instructor; 

· Constantly check your equipment;

· Know the chemical ingredients of the paints and cleaning fluids you are using. 
Gloves:

The use of gloves will vary according to the procedure involved. The use of disposable gloves is indicated for procedures where acids, some adhesives, dyes and other problematic materials are handled. The use of gloves is particularly important in the following circumstances:

· If the student has cuts, abraded skin, chapped hands, dermatitis or the like.

· If  materials are hazardous 

· If media/materials are particularly messy and respond in gloved handling

· When teacher is examining student injury abraded or non-intact skin with active bleeding. (per state mandated- blood borne pathogens training)
· During all cleaning of body fluids and decontaminating procedures.

Masks and Eye protection:

· The use of masks and protective eyewear when using materials such as acid (risking splashes) or particle dispersion from glass, metals or wood of such to occur. 

· Eye protection is also warranted when using glass torches. Our protective eyewear is particularly suited for use with diachronic glass.

· Use of mask and or eye protection may be necessary with spray fixatives, certain paints and solvents and must be used only under direct supervision of Visual Arts Teacher.

Sharps containers: 
· After they are used, mat blades and other razor sharp items shall be removed and placed in puncture-resistant containers for disposal by Visual Arts Faculty only.

· Such containers shall be easily accessible to Visual Art Teacher needing them and located in all areas where blades are commonly used.

· Blades should not be purposely bent or broken by hand. 

**No student should remove a blade from knife or removed from cutter or otherwise manipulated by hand without one on one training session with an SHG Visual Art Teacher.
Propane/Torch Use: 

· No student will operate a torch without Visual Arts Teacher supervision and one on one training session where teacher approves continued use.
· No student is to connect tanks, or open closed tank valves.

· No student is to operate torch without proper eye protection.

· All students with shoulder length or longer hair must tie back hair when operating torches or power equipment.

Acid Etching Lab Safety: Do:

· Keep only the amount of acid teacher distributes for that immediate job in the lab. 

· Perform lab works in the approved work station, not in storage or other spaces. 

· Return Acid personally to Art Teacher for storage. 
· Dispose chemicals, broken glass, metal fragments and other wastes in the containers specifically designated for that use. 

· Clean up broken glass, metal fragments and spills immediately. 

· Post signs to warn others of toxic hazards in the studio. 

· Keep the studio clean and neat. 

· Dispose of materials safety and legally. 

· Practice good personal hygiene in the studio. 

· Know what to do in an emergency. 

Don't:
· Don’t consume food or beverages, or smoke in areas where media/chemical material is being used or stored. 
· Don't pour chemicals down the drain. 

· Don't store materials on table tops. 

· Don't store materials on floors or other places where they create tripping hazard. 

· Don't keep materials that are no longer needed, see teacher about proper storage/disposal. 

· Don't leave equipment unattended. 

· Don't leave materials/projects out after class - put them back in storage areas. 

· Don't fool around in the studio.  

Art Faculty will:

· Get and return all acid/hazardous materials from/to storage area.

· Keep them in a clearly marked ventilated are. 

· Provide work station setup for use of these materials

· Check stored chemicals regularly for deterioration, and/or broken containers. 
